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ON THE STATE OF SOCIETY. 


Tne subject of public worship is of pecu- 
liarly great importance to a people who hold 
that it may be performed without any out- 
ward or vocal ministrations under the imme- 
diate influence of the Holy Spirit, in full 
faith in the High Priesthood and mediation 
of the Lord Jesus, who has opened a way 
into the sanctuary for the humblest an] poor- 
est of His children, wh», without human in 
strumentality, may en'er into the preseace of 
the Most Hig’), and in such access may find 
pardon, peace, comfort, help, strength or any 
other need. It is important that we <huld 
hold fas: this testimony, both for our own 
safety and help and for its leaven'ng influ- 
ence upon the views and practices of our 
Christian brethren of other d-nominations. 
But it should not be held by us and maintain- 
ed as a mere traditi »n, ani un'il we are con 
verted and born again and have thus been en- 
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abled to enter into the Kingdom 0° God ; until 
we go to our meetings in a worshipping state 
of mind, divested of listlessness, formalism, and 
earthly mindedness, we need not expect to 
enjoy the privilege of a conscious entrance into 
the presence chamber of the infinite and 
eternal God, whose unspeakable mercy has 
revealed in His gospel the means of access 
and of reconciliation, that we might rejoice 
in the assurance of His loveand grace. This 
rejvicing is offered, not merely to ministers 
and those who are regarded as fathers in the 
church, but to all who will give themselves 
in faith to the ministrations of the Spirit of 
the Lord. 

There is danger, in the conflict of opinion 
and thought and feeling of the present day, 
lest we be tempted to un lervalue those silent, 
unseen influences of the Divine Spirit, so far 
as to conclude that there can be no congre- 
gational worship where there are no vocal 
utterances; and especially that the uncon- 
verted cannot receive any benefit without 
such utterances. It is well for us to remem- 
ber that the resources of God are infinite, 
and the processes by which, both in nature 
and in grace, He work; out the greatest re- 
sults, are often such as no man can fathom— 
hidden, unseen, silent, It is quite reasonable 
then, to believe that the eternal God can influ- 
ence directly these minds of ours, though the 
precise method may be beyond our comprehen- 
sion ; and experience gatisfies us not only that 
He can, but that He actually does influence 
them for good, when there is a real exercise of 
soul to give ourselves up to His ministrations— 
to draw nearer to Him in filial confidence and 
real faith through Christ our sacrifice and 
propitiation. But this requires effjrt on our 
part. George Fox exhorts, “War against 
that Philistine who would stop up your 
wells and springs.’’ We must watch against 
earthly desires and imaginations, and pray 
for help to silencé the suggestions of the car- 
na! mind. If we do this, each will be en 
abled to tak» his place as a priest in God’s 
house, to offer spiritual sacrifice, acceptable 
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to God through Jesus Christ. George Fox 
says again, “If thou art a priest, thou wilt 
have somewhat to offer—else thou art no 
priest.” Words of prayer and thanksgiving, 
the fruit of the lips, will often rise out of the 
fullness of the heart, and under the fresh 
anointing the mouth will speak as influenced 
thereto, in exhortation, warning, comfort or 
teaching, to the help of those assembled. 
But there are other acceptable offerings be 
sides those that are vocal. It does not fol- 
low because all are priests that therefore all 
must speak. In silent bri kenness of heart, 
in contrition of spirit, in prostration of soul, 
in quiet and holy meditation, in secret pray- 
er fcr ourselves and others and in many 
other ways, true offerings are made to tka: 
unseen but real Presence, and even the un 
converted soul may secretly cry for mercy. 
But whilst we are earnestly concerned to 
commend our testimony to the practicability 
and value of silent worship, to the common 
priesthood of believers and to the open door 
of access which God has opened to Himself 
through Christ for even the humblest and 
poorest of men, yet we have no disposition to 
undervalue a truly anointed ministry; and 
would carefully guard against the error of 
supposing that the great purposes for which 
Christians are both called and privi'eged to 
assemble together, can be wholly, or even 
mainly accomplished, by silent meetings. 
The work of the Church is to edify itself, 
and in its full meaning, this edification in- 
cludes both the converting of sinners, and 
their perfecting afterwards; and whilst the 
converting and perfecting power is none 
other than the Holy Ghost, yet by His own 
divine arrangement, both under the Law and 
in the Gospel, men converted, baptized, spe- 
cially gifted and called, are in very large 
measure the chosen instruments through whom 
that power reaches to the needs of human 
souls; adds to the Church those that will be 
saved, and ministers to their spiritual 
necessities, building up their faith, comfort 
ing them in tribulation, strengthening them 
against temptation; encouraging them to 
perseverance, sustaining them with hope, en 
lightening them with clear and definite pres- 
entation of divine truth; warning them a- 
gainst the snarcs and pitfalls which encom- 
pass their pathway; admonishing them a- 
gainst cvil or improper practices; warning 
them of God’s judgments against sin, exhort- 
ing them to earnestness and faithfulness in 
every Christian duty; leading them, in hum- 
ble yet trustful prayer, to the Throne of 
Grace, with thankszivings for mercies off.red 
and received ; stirring up within them a pure 
mind by calling excellent things to their re- 
membrance ; persuading, entreating, yearning 
over them with parental tenderness, sympathy 
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and pity; and governing them, not as lords 
over God’s heritage, but as examples to the 
flock,—not from selfish and perscnal con- 
siderations, but out of that readiness and 
willingness of soul which comes as a holy 
commission from the God of love. To these 
blessed ends, he divides the laborers into 
classes and orders, according to their appoint- 
ed work and His own blessed preparation for 
it; and the Church has need of great wisdom 
to discern this divine ordination of different 
members to different offices, and to acknowl- 
edge it; not merely by a formal recugni- 
tion,—but by a ready and thoughtful ac- 
ceptance ; by hearty encouragement and by 
substantial assistance; so that every one 
may be enabled ful'y to occupy both time 
and talents in his own special work to such 
extent as Christ, who is our Head, may see 
meet to require. In testifying against the 
unwarrented and pernicious assumption that 
human learning and human ordination are 
sufficient to constitute Christian ministry, we 
would not lose sight of that ordination of 
Faith in which the Holy Ghost sets apart 
whom He will, for the work whereunto He 
has called them; and by which He is still 
pleased to give apostles and prophets, evan- 
gelists, pastors and teachers, for the work of 
the ministry, for the perfecting of the saints 
and for the edifying of thebodv. In uphold- 
ing with unwavering firmness the precious 
and exalted standard of Christian ministry 
committed to our ‘keeping, we would not un- 
derrate the weight and worth of the labors 
and services of devoted men in other denom- 
inations whom God has called into His ser- 
vice, by whose learning and talents great 
light has been shed upon many difficult 
points of Scriptural interpretation, and the 
fierce onsets of infidelity have been repulsed 
by solid and invincible arguments—who in 
all the Christian ages have been holding up 
Christ as the hope of men, and His righteous- 
ness as the safety of nations; and who under 
a sense of the woe, and loss, and destruc- 
tion which sin has wrought and is still work- 
ing, have been constrained in the love of 
Christ, even more than we, to go into al] the 
world and to preach the Gospel to every 
creature. It is no time to fold our hands in 
self-complacency over the excellence of our 
principles, or over the works which our fore- 
fathers have been enabled to accomplish. 
But the ungarnered aud perishing harvest of 
human souls, all around us, should prompt 
the earnest cry, “ Lord, send forth thy faith- 
ful laborers more abundantly.” 

Christian unity des not consist in mutual 
compromi:e3, nor in absolute uniformity. 
It is a spiritual experience whose essence is 
undefinable and cannot be bound by any 
rigid formula, but where it exists, it is known 








by blessed fruits. It may be greatly pro- | 
moted by dwelling most upon the points | 
about which we are agreed, and very little | 
upon the points of difference; and these | 
points of difference amongst brethren are 
often more apparent than real; often more in | 
the differences of meaning given to words | 
and expressions than in the real sentiments | 
of the parties. This unity cannot be brought 
about by a rigid observance of church rules, 
or efforts after external conformity ; and can- | 
not exist where each one sets up himself as a 
standard and requires every one else to come 
to his opinion and practice. Individual opin- | 
ions are usually one-sided, and it is doubtless 
a part of God’s plan in checking error that | 
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members, in this day, can be unfaithful to 
our Saviour’s commandment, “Swear not at 
all,’’ inasmuch as our well-known method of 
simple affirmation is, all over our land, 
recognized as answering all the demands of 
the law. Do we understand that he who 
swears, not only violates the Saviour’s com- 
mandment, but also takes upon himself a 
curse and imprecates the loss of his own soul, 


|in case he swears falsely ? 


Wa. Nicnotson, Clerk. 


~ oe 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


In a Report of the Proceedings of the An- 


there should be individuality of thought and | nual Meeting of the American Board of 
experience ; but it is no part of His plan that | Foreign Missions, given in the Christian 
avy of His children should indulge in bitter- | Union, it is stated that, ‘Four thousand de- 
ness, strife, envy or hatred. These are the | voted men and women, educated in the best 
fruits of the carnal mind which is at enmity | learning of the day, are bearing the seeds of 
with God, and so far as they prevail in any | Christian civilization round the world. They 
of us, so far are we from under the Spirit of|are scattered through the Turkish Empire, 
Christ, and in danger of being disowned as | among the millions of India, in the open 
none of His. “A new commandment,” says | ports of China, in the new world of Japan, on 
our Savicur, “I give unto you, that ye love| the Gold Coast, planning new conquests in 
one another as I have loved you.” A love | the interior of Africa, and singing their songs 
that is ready to make sacrifices of its own | of praise in the islands of the Pacific. Half 
preferences and desires for the good of others |a million of souls won to Christ and a Chris- 
—a love that does not stand upon its own | tian community of nearly two millions are 
rights and fight its way through prejudices | tokens of the Divine blessing. The progress 
and misapprehensions, but in gentleness and | of missions in the last seventy years exceeds 
in meekness endeavors to give due credit to | that of the first seventy of the apostolic age. 
others for purity of motives. The church | We participate in the third great movement 
has always suffered far more from a want of! for the full accomplishment of the Redeemer’s 
Christian love, than from the-attacks of its|work. The first, beginning with the day of 
open enemies. How earnestly does the Apos-| Pentecost, was mainly restricted by the 
tle deprecate this evil, and beseech the early | bounds of the Roman Empire; the second, 
church to endeavor to keep the unity of the | inaugurated by the Reformation, did not pass 
Spirit in the bond of peace; to put away evil | the limits of Christendom ; the third embraces 
speaking and malice; to be kind and for-|the whole world. May we not safely and 
bearing and gentle one to another; tender-| wisely go forward to do the Lord’s work as 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God | He opens the way? Is it of no significance 
for Christ’s sake had forgiven them. In the | that with our growth in material welfare and 
great diversity of sentiment and of practice | political power there has been a still greater 
which prevailed amongst those early believers, | development in the Christian Church, so that 
He presented that which remains to be the| the number of church members has increased 
only remedy—Christian love, the divine char- | nearly three times as fast as the population, 
ity which beareth all things and covereth the|and for one evangelical minister to 2,400 
multitude of sins. ‘souls in 1776 we have now one to every 700 
We have again been exhorted to the dili-| souls? 






















gent reading of the Holy Scriptures both in | 
our families and privately. Much time is 
wasted in unprofitable reading. We were 
entreated to read the best of all books first, 
and to give it much time and thought. 

Other men have labored and we have| 
entered into their labors. Many of our privi- 
leges have been purchased by the labors and | 
sufferings of those who have gone before us. 
We. were reminded that faithfulness and 
fruitfulness go hand in hand; and it is diffi- 
cult for us to understand how any of our 








The event of the morning, however, was a 


| very short but very pregnant speech by Hon. 


Alpaeus 8. Hardy, on Japan. It was wholly 
without ornament, and was delivered without 


| the least attempt at oratory; put the con- 


densed facts were more eloquent than the elo- 
quence of rhetoric or elocution, showing, in 
Japan, as Dr. Hopkins aiterwards said, an 
edueational condition in advance of any 
State except Massachusetts. The population 
of Japan in 1874 was 33,580,000. It was 
divided into seven grand school districts, 
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these seven into 246 middle districts, and 
these further into 45,418 elementary districts. | 
There are 18,712 public schools, 2,356 pri- 
vate schools, and 1,725,000 pupils. There| 
are fifty-one normal institutes and 5,022) 
pupils, twenty-one government colleges and | 
8,973 students. The expenses were $3,195,000, | 
of which the government gives $953,063, and | 
there were given by wealthy citizens over| 
$1,000,000. At the close of his brief address, | 
Mr. Hardy introduced to the audience the 
Japanese Minister of Instruction, Tanaka, his | 
wite, and his secretary and interpreter, Idur-| 
ma, who were on the platform. The entire 
audience rose and greeted them with long and | 
loud continued applause, when in a very 
brief response, translated by the interpreter, 
the Japanese minister expressed the hope that | 
Japan would ere long be a Christian country. 


——- -_ 


Houiness aND TemMPTATION.—A_ pure) 
Christian, one who is sanctified, and thus 
made hvly, has no desire within to sin. Nor 
has he anything within from which such a 
desire can be excited, if he really be holy. 
Yet, temptation may come to him from with 
out, and certainly will come to him. And 
yet, it is altogether possible for even sucha 
one to fall, and enter into sin, The pure} 
angels sinned, and were cast out of heaven. 
Holy Adam and Eve sinned, and were cast 
out of Paradise. Holiness does not involve’ 
that it is not possible to sin; but that it is! 
possible not to sin— Banner of Holiness. 


— - 


THE DARK MESSENGER AND THE 
HAPPY HOME. 





A LETTER BY JOHN TODD. 





My Dear Auut:—I am sorry to hear that 
you are feeble, perhaps I should say sick, and 
even that there is a fear on your part that) 
you are not to be better in this world. I am 
afraid that I shall make but a poor comforter 
in these circumstances, and yet I know there, 
are waters enough in the wells of salvation if 
I only knew how to draw them up. You 
send me word that you would be glad to see 
me, and, if possible, I shall come; but I am 
60 situated by sicknesses that it may not be in 
my power. You also tell me that your life 
looks ba-ren and dreary, and that you trem 
ble at the coming of death. I am not going 
to try to cheer you by telling what you have 
done for the Master during the past life. But 
I want you to recall one circumstance, for the 
sak~ of illustrating what I want to say. 

You remember that it is now thirty-five 
a since my father died, and left mea 


ittle boy six years old, without a mother, 
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without a home, and with nobody to care for 
me. It was then that you sent word that you 
would take me, and give me a home, and be 
asa mother to me. Everybody said, “ It’s 
very kind in her to do that.” But I was too 
young to realize anything of that nature. It 
seemed to me a perfectly natural thing that 
you should do so. I wondered what kind of 
house you lived in, and whether you had 
chickens and hens. At length the day was 
set when I was to go to you, ten miles off. 
What a long journey it seemed to me! And 
I well senmelee how disappointed I was, 
that instead of coming for me yourself, you 
sent old Cesar, the great, fat, black man, to 
bring me to you. How my heart sunk within 
me when he came, and I was told that I was 
to ride on the horse behind him, sitting on 
the blanket! But he told me that “old Kate 
was very gentle to little boys,” and that you 
said I might bring Echo, my little dog, with 
me. So we set out, just before night. Czsar 
took my bundle of clothing before him, and 
me behind him, and Echo ran beside us. But 
before long, before we got to your house, I 
began to feel tired. My legs ached, and I 
was tired of taking hold of Cesar. By-and-by 
the evening and the darkness came on, and I 
felt afraid; then we had a long piece of 
woods to go through. I had heard of bears 
and tigers and Indians, and did not know 
ow many might be in the woods. Czsar, 
too, was so dark that I could not see him, 
and he jogged on without saying a word. He 
ad no idea that, I was afraid 

“ Cesar, ain’t we most there?’ said I, in 
my terror. 

“Yes, when we have got throuzh these 
woods we shall see the candle in the house.” 

“Wont they be gone to bed?” for it 
seemed to me it must be nearly morning. 

“Oh no, they will be all ready to receive 
us.” 
But I trembled, and the tears ran down 
my face,and I wondered why I could not 
have somebody with me besides black Ceesar. 

But at last, after winding and turning, and 
going up-hill and down-hill, a long, long way, 
as it seemed to me, we came out of the woods, 
and then the stars shone; and I was told 
which light was in your house. And when 
we got there you came out, and gently took 
me in your arms as Cesar handed me down ; 
and you called me your “ poor little boy,” 
and you led me gently in; and there was the 
blazing, warm fire, the bright light, and the 
table was spread, and the supper all waiting 
for me! And that was my home! My eyes 
now fill with tears as I think it over. How 
you soothed me, and put me to bed in the 
strange room, and heard me say my prayers, 
| and stayed with me till I was fast asleep ! 

And now, my dear aunt, you see why | 
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have recalled all this to your memory. Your| place. Some interesting facts were given as 


Heavenly Father will send for you—a dark 


'to the influence of these studies beyond the 


messenger, it may be. And he will be your| persons directly enrolled. 


Thus reading 


conductor, and carry you safely through the| clubs were formed where history, for in- 


darkness of the way. He will not drop nor 
leave you, for he is a faithful servant. You 
need not feel afraid, for he knows the way, 


stance, was taken up, and the several mem- 


| bers extended their researches into collateral 
|subjects of geography and manners. Two 


and will take you directly to your home.) ladies in Michigan took respectively Zoology 


There the door will be open, and your dearest/ and Physical 


friend, the Lord Jesus Christ, will meet you 
and take you in, and the supper will be wait- 


light and glory of His presence all seen. 

What a welcome you will receive! And, 
perhaps, the memory of what you did for me 
will come back upon you, bringing waves of 
pure joy. At any rate, don’t fear the dark 
passage, nor the dark messenger. Receive it 
all as the little child did, and you will find 
the home. 

My prayers will be for you till you are out 
of sight, and then I will look forward to 
meeting you again. 

Ever, ever yours, most gratefully, 
Jonn Topp. 


=> 


STUDY AT HOME. 

“The Society to Encourage Study,” among 
young women after their school days, has just 
held an annual meeting in Boston, of an al 
most private character, the meeting being at 
the home of one of its supporters. It was 
started about four years since, after the copy 
of one in London. Its object is to induce 
girle, who after leaving school often feel the 
need of occupation, to persist in a systematic 


course of reading or study. A girl can cor-| 


respond with the Committee of the Society 
—who furnish a plan for reading and advice 
from time to time as it may be sought. 

The attainments of the students are tested 


by questions from the Committee, and incite- | 


ment to thoroughness thus given. An annual 
fee of $2 is all that is required for the ex- 
penses of the Association. Of 298 students 
paying this fee, scattered from Maine to Col- 
orado, 204 did satisfactory work. The Trib- 
une, from which this information is drawn, 
adds that “ The choice of studies remains as be- 
fore, and the report shows that History was 
selected by 127, of whom 96 persevered ; 
English literature was selected by 118, of 
whom 97 persevered ; Science was selected by 
44, of whom 22 persevered ; Art was selected 
by 36, of whom 27 persevered; German was 


selected by 19, of whom 17 persevered; | 


French was selected by 16, of whom 7 perse- 
vered., 

“The relative popularity of the several stud- 
ies remains the same as last year, except that 
Art has risen from the sixth to the fourth 


eography, and each made her 


| study of service to a large number of local 
| students ; the one who took zoology carrying 
ing, and the fires of love burning, and the | 


on a class of 128 members upon the same 


‘course. Special aids were given to students 


|in the different branches; in science, speci- 
mens were sent for chemical analysis; in art, 
The Portfolio was cent in turn to various 
members, and a lending library established, 
the students paying two cents a day for the 
use of a book and meeting the expense of re- 
turning to the secretary. The study of Eng- 
lish prose literature has received especial at- 
tention under advice of the Committee, and 
during the past year 21 studied Hooker’s Ec- 
clesiastical Polity, 10 Bacon’s Essays, 10 
Milton's Areopagitica, while others read 
Dryden and Addison. The course laid down 
has been mainly in the historical order, and 
only three of the students have followed it so 
far as to reach the nineteenth century.” 


—e- — 


THE HOLY SPIRIT BEFORE CONVERSION 
AS WELL AS AFTER. 





. 
BY THOY AS CHALMERS, 





I would caution you, when I meet with 


‘such an expression as that of the Holy 


Ghost given to good men, against the de- 
lusion of this preternatural aid being only 
given for the purpose of helping further on- 
ward those who have previously, and by dint 
of their own independent exertions, so far 
helped themselves. I would have you to 
understand that the intervention of this 
heavenly agent is the outset of conversion, 


and accompanies all the stages of it. He is 


not only given in larger measure to good 
men, but He makes men good. He is not 


‘only given to those who obey Him, but He 


makes a willing and an obedient people in 
‘the day of His power. He is present at the 
| incipient as well as at the subsequent move- 
ments of the religious life, acting on men in 
the lowest depths of their alienation from 
God, and conferring oth a significancy and 
‘a fulfilment on the prayer of “Turn me, O 
| God, and I shall be turned.” 

At the same time I know not a more im- 
| portant lesson that can be urged from the 
pulpit, than that which flows from the rela- 
tion between the Holy Spirit and those who 
‘are the subjects of His influence. If by His 
| being given to good men, it be under-tood 
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that He descends in larger measure and | the further back you carry the work of the 
brighter manifestation on those who have|Spirit in the history of conversion, the 
made a faithful and conscientious use of His| further back do you carry along with it the 


blessed influences, there cannot be a juster 
and sounder affirmation, or one that bears 





urgency and power of the considerations 
which we are now insisting on. Grant that 


more importantly on the interests of practi-| He originates as well as advances and carries 
cal religion. You are familiar with the idea| forward our Christianity, this is but saying 
that the effect of God working in us is just to} that He is the author of the first and the 


set us a working, that when He addresses 
Himself to the object of putting a human 
being into a right state of character and 
operation, He does so without violence to 
any of the powers or principles of the hu- 
man constitution; that He gives clearness to 
the understanding, and sensibility to the con- 
science, and rectitude to the will, and strength 
to practical determinations, and effect to that 
whole process of thought and sentiment and 
reason, which connects the first feeble desires 
with the ultimate and finished doings of 
righteousness, so that really this creature, 
subjected though he has been to an influence 
without him and above bim, not only looks, 
but really is in every way as active, and 
spontaneous, and busy, and hard-working a 
disciple as if no special interposition on the 
= of any high and heavenly agent had 
een required. Now we know not how far 
back a decided visitation of this sort may 
have commenced, but we may at least appeal 
to the experience of every man who breathes, 
that alienated though he be from the life and 
the light of Christianity, he can at least do 
something, and that his conscience, under all 
its present oblivion, has not left him wholly 
without direction as to the right and the 
wrong. We know not how far back in the 
movements either of remorse or evil, or of 
desire toward the good in the character, we 
may recognize the first embryo aspirations 
after Christianity, or even Christianity itself 
in its incipient and rudimental form. The apos- 
tolic direction to an already advanced and 
confirmed Christian of “Stir up the gift that 
is in thee,’ is applicable to one and all 
within the reach of our voice. There is a 
certain degree of light, there is a certain 
measure of strength, for the right use of 
which every individual is responsible, and to 
whom the declaration of Scripture is applica- 
ble, “That to him who hath more shall be 


faintest motions toward what is good, as well 
as of the more decided aspects and tenden- 
cies which take place afterward in the pro- 
gress of this discipleship; or, in other words, 
wherever such motions are to be found, you 
can bring the same impressive argument to 
bear upon them. Obey them, and they will 
be followed up by higher visitations. Stifle 
them and even they will subside into acqui- 
escence, and you will lapse into that most 
hopeless of all states, a state of immovable 
lethargy and unconcern. The orthodoxy 
which inclines to carry furthest back the 
doctrine of a spiritual influence, so as to 
make that influence the source and com- 
mencement of the whvle, just leads us to 
carry as far back the moral lesson that is 
founded thereupon. I[vustead of chilling man 
into inaction, it gives a more decidedly prac- 
tical outset to his Christianity. 


— - 


PEACE CONFERENCE. 





The Peace Confefence for which a call was 
issued by members of Evangelical Denomina- 
tions, met in this city on the 17th inst., with 
an attendance of about fifty persons. Howard 
Malcom, of the Baptists, was named for 
chairman, and Hiram Hadley for secretary. 
Barnabas C. Hobbs assisted the chairman. 
After a season of devotion, brief remarks on 
the subject of Peace were made by members 
of several denominations. Howard Malcom 
spoke of there being no object of personal 
advantage in their coming together, and of 
the certainty that the cause of Peace was 
one which was in accord with the Divine 
purposes, and that it was a great favor to be 
co-workers with God. Letters from John 
Bright, Howard Crosby and Elihu Burritt 
|were read, expressing inability to attend. 
The first referred to the fact that although 


given, and from who hath not shall be taken | there were millions of men in arms in Europe, 


away that which he hath.” By a faithful 


for the present they seemed restrained. When 


and conscientious application of all that we| the boundaries of nations were well-settled 





do know, we work our way, as it were, to a| 
revelation of what we at present do not 


and nationalities consolidated, wars would be 


| less—or disappear in Europe. As duelling 


know. By a right exercise of the strength | has been abandoned, so it may be expected 


that we do possess, we are nurtured into more | that war will be also, through apprehension 
strength, and not merely under the influence | of its wrong and unfitness for ending differ- 
of habit as made known to us by experience, | ences. H. Crosby indicated that arbitration, 
but under the influence of the Spirit as made | conference, faith and prayer were the means 
known to usin Scripture. . . ‘ .|of averting war. The two latter were too 

When thus viewed, you will perceive that/ little esteemed by men generally. Elihu 
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FRIENDS 
Burritt mentioned that he continued, by tracts, 
articles for the press, and by meetings held in 
neighborhoods with ministers and people, to 
advocate Peace. He hopes much from an 
International Code, and Court of Nations for 
the deciding of differences. 

Pastor Feltwell, of the Episcopal Reformed 
Church, spoke of the change of feeling pro- 
duced by a thorough surrender of the heart 


to the Saviour; and that we should rather | 


suffer loss of all than contend. If we were 
indeed God’s reconciled children, we should 
acquiesce in His will, and bear what He per- 
mitted to come upon us, remembering Job, 
that the Lord was very pitiful and of tender 
mercy. By living as individuals up to our 
light, and showing an example of Christian 
meekness, we should avoid being stumbling 
blocks to others—and prepare the way for 
Peace. 

A committee on credentials and to prepare 
business was appointed, who reported resolu- 
tions, which were adopted after being dis- 
cussed in the afternoon and evening. W. F. 
Mitchell gave in the evening some inductions 
from his observations in New England as to 
the effects of the late war upon the condition 
of the people. The observance of the first 
day of the week had been much relaxed. By 
many it was used as a day of recreation, and 
lectures were given on secular subjects which 
were largely attended. Corruption amony 
— functionaries had much increased. 

he marriage relation was less sacred. He 
made the extraordinary statement that at one 
term of court ina N. E. State 300 applica- 
tions had been made for divorce. Among the 
poor he found many complaints of unfaithful 


ness on the part of husbands dating to their! 


stay in the army. 

Before the war the sentiment in favor of 
temperance was so preponderating that the 
sale of liquor was disreputable. Now it was 
much less so, and the boys of the High 
Schools on beginning business life would con- 
sider whether they should not enter the liquor 
business because it was profitable. He 
thought that crowding to cities and towns, 
general pauperism, and the large number-of 
tramps were all due in considerable degree to 
the war. 


On the 18th addresses were given in the 


morning by Barnabas C. Hobbs, and in the 
evening by Wm. G. Hubbard, on the subject 
of Peace. 
chusetts. An address to the members of 
Christian churches was adopted, and an Ex- 
ecutive Committee appointed who should call 
another meeting next year. 


be 


~- 


Ir ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
u, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 


John xv. 7. 


done unto you. 


Also by W. Laurence, of Massa- | 


* REVIEW. 
AFFECTING INCIDENT. 


Scenes of the Turkish Battle-field. 


A correspondent of the London Standard 
writes from Nissa, Bulgaria, as follows: “We 
came upon a number of Serbian corpses, most 

of them in that early stage of decomposition 
when the body swells to an unusual size. 
Some, however, could have been dead only a 
short time, for their bodies were still almost 
warm and unstiffened. We had not dreamed 
what fearful havoc our two batteries and the 
cavalry attack had made on Friday. The 
defeat of the Serbians must have been more 
severe then we imagined, as the enemy had 
left his dead and wounded behind, close to 
the river bank. The poor wounded! What 
terrible torments they must have endured, 
lying among corpses and deprived of all con- 
solation, all help. How many groans and 
sighs must have escaped the quivering lips 
and been lost in the empty air. Near an 
adjutant lay two photographs, which must 
have escaped from his dying hand; one rep- 
resented the dead man, but in the uniform of 
a Russian Major or Colonel ; and the other a 
young woman with fair tresses, a prominent 
nose and light-colored eyes. The photo- 
graphs had been taken in Moscow; on the 
back of the man’s stood in pencil Nicolay 
Komoff. I know not in what relation the 
woman stood to the officer; but whether wife, 
sister or betrothed, it is certain his last 
thoughts were of her. Not far from him lay 
the body of another officer, his right hand 
pressed on his breast, where the splinter of a 
shell had hit him, and grasping a piece of 
paper. A strong man, he appeared to have 
struggled long with death, his face, which 
had the unmistakable Russian type, being 
distorted from pain. It was with difficulty 
that the paper was removed from his hand. 
It was a letter, without any date, in cyrillic 
writing, and evidently from a child’s hand. 
Colonel Mehmed, who was once in the Rus- 
sian service (he is a Circassian, from Daghes- 
tan, subjected by Russia more than fifty years 
ago), and understands Russian, translated 
the letter into Turkish, and then one of our 
Cossacks, a Pole, who had been brought up 
in France, gave me the contents in French, 
as follows: 

“Dearest Fatuer: Be good enough, dear- 
est father, to come back from the war. Since 
you have been away mother weeps continu- 
ally, and she dreams every night that thou 
liest deed under a tree. Come to us, dear 
father, for mother has become so pale, and is 
\always crying. I am very good, so that she 

may not cry still more, and when thou com- 
est back will remain good, and never be 
inaughty again. But thou must come soon, 
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father, and must kiss mother, that she may | and public worship, and not let the one un- 
become red again, and also kiss thy little|/duly encroach upon the other. How great 
Minka.” is the blessing to children to be with their 
parents when the presence of the gracious 

FRIENDS’ REVIEW. Saviour is felt through a meeting, and to be 
sd siastabeti Seren | partakers of the favors asked for in effectual, 
PHILADELPHIA, TENTH MO. 28,1876. | fervent prayer for the assembly, should such 











— — = | be poured forth; while an anointed minister 
BrsLe ScnHoors.—In fifty-two years the| may also reach them with Gospel truth in a 
“American Sunday-School Union” has es-|manner which will mould all their future 
tablished in neglected communities 64,000 |spiritual Jife. Happily the temptation to 
schools, with nearly 3,000,000 pupils, beside|make the school a place of entertainment 
all the effirts cf congregations and individuals | by music and other modes, as complained 
in the same cause, and among thoughtful|of by serious people of other denomina- 
Christian people the great power for good or|tions, has been generally avoided in the 
for evil of the Bible-school system of our | schools of our Society. But the temptation 
country cannot fail to excite deep attention. | presses. It has injured many schools, so that 
That its friends are jealous of the imperfec- |their true end of giving such knowledge of 
tions they see in it as it exists, is apparent to hen Bible as Eunice gave to Timothy, has 
any reader of religious periodical literature. | almost been lost. Children can take in buta 
Some aver that many parents neglect to give |little truth at one time, and if the school be 
their children religious instruction, and dele-|not so long as to weary, they will be less 
gate it to the Bible-school teacher, who may | likely to want something to entertain them. 
be young and inexperienced. If such neglect | Although the Bible-school should be a pleas- 
were confined to the parents who send their |ant place, there is that in real Christian 
children to such schools, it would weigh | teaching which will not always be pleasing to 
against the schools. But in the parts of our|the carnal mind, which is found even in 
land where there are no such schools, the | children. 
children are very much left without instruc-| The great truth that our Heavenly Father 
tion. The remedy, then, is to stir up the| influences our minds and consciences directly 
parents to their duty, both at home and in| by His Spirit, should never be lost to view 
the Bible-school; and the parents should judge | by teachers; and we cannot see how any one 
as to whether they ought wholly to conduct |who desires with Paul not to handle Divine 
the Scriptural instruction of their children or | truth deceitfully, can fail to convey to scholars 
not. Again, those called to and fitted for | his convictions as to the distinguishing views 
Bible-school teaching should not withdraw of our Society, as the occasion arises to pre- 
from it so as to leave it too largely to the |sent and enforce them. Picnics and all en- 
young. We remember to have heard an ex- |tertainments need to be watched carefully, 
cellent elder say, that he had taught for fifiy | lest they became pervaded by the spirit of 
years. His Monthly Meeting was the largest |the world, which is enmity with God, and 
of the Yearly Meeting, and, with a brief and | thus lead to the abuses sometimes witnessed 
slight exception, had always been harmoni-|and deplored by the true friends of Bible- 
ous. All teachers, too, should be careful to | schools. 
keep strictly within the range of their knowl-| Pride in clothing and vanity in competing 
edge of Bible truth, watching for the gentle |successfully for prizea, are easily cherished. 
yet real guidance of the Holy Spirit in their) We need to look closely lest Satan get any 
service. |advantage over the scholars in these things, 
Another objection sometimes made, is that | not being ignorant of his devices. Lastly, 
the children do not attend worship with their|the books in the library should be carefully 
parents. This is too often the case, and | chosen, and not too often changed. There are 
should be remedied. A parent must judge | but few really good books for children, and if 
of the child’s ability to attend on both school | frequent additions are made to libraries in 
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order to make the school attractive, and com. | 
pete with some other, it will probably be at | 
the expense of buying books which are per- | 
nicious in their influence, as being unreal and | 
untrue. All books which breathe the spirit | 
of war in any degree are specially to be} 
shunned. 

We believe the good arising from the 
Bible-schools cf Christendom is very great, 
but for this very reason they should be guar- 
ded with intense care, and so cherished as to} 
fulfil their real purpose, to supplement the 
deficiencies of parents and the ministrations 
of public worship, in giving to the children 
that knowledge of the Holy Scriptures which 
is able to make wise unto salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. 


—— ——s —— 


THE ‘‘Lire HID witH CHRIST IN Gop.”’— 
Selections from the writings of Isaac Penington, 
compiled by C. J. Westlake, with an introduction 
by H. W. S. 

This is an admirable selection, well adapted to 
meet the needs of a class of Christians happily 
growing larger, whose hearts will not be satisfied 
unless they can for themselves know the full 
salvation presented in the Bible and experienced 
by the early Christians. Isaac Penington from 
a child "had been religious, tender in spirit, ever 
desirous of knowing God and walking at peace 
with Him. He had deeply imbibed the doctrine 
of predestination, and with all his careful walk- 
ing, his following of Scripture precept, his sea- 
sons of a sense of the Divine love and approval, 
he yet feared that he might finally be lost through 
the secret decree of God. Hence he longed in- 
tensely for assurance. He also as strongly 
sought victory over sin, and salvation not only 
from its punishment, but from sin in its 
nature, power, and commission. He found both. 
He said, as quoted in the introduction to this 
volume, “ Yes, I am happy and satisfied at my 
very heart; my soul is united to Him whom I 
longed after in an everlasting covenant of life 
and peace.” 

We would heartily commend this volume to 
our readers as a valuable addition to the litera- 
ture on that fuller, deeper, lovelier, and purer 
Christian life, which is now the very desire of 
many souls. 


Four Years’ CAMPAIGN IN Int 1a.—By Wil- 
liam Taylor. Nelson & Phillips, 805 Broadway, 
N.Y. 1875. 

This zealous and godly evangelist, after sac- | 
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cessful labor in California, went to Australia, 
then, after 11 months in Great Britain, to South 
Africa for labor among the Colonists and Kaffirs, 
resulting in the professed conversion of 1,200 of 
the former and 7,000 of the latter. Returning to 
Great Britain, he then went to the West Indies, 
afterwards to British Guiana, and again to the 


| West Indies. The Wesleyans of the West In- 


dies had a net increase of 5,000 souls the final 
year of Wm. Taylor’s labors among them. In 
Australia, during his labors of two years and 
eight months, the ministers, on personal profes- 
sion and record by name, reported over 6,000 
converts at his meetings ; and in three years, in- 
cluding the above-named period, the Austral- 
ian Conference had an increase of full mem- 
bers, not including probationers, of over 11,000. 
This was followed by continued conversions, so 
that in seven years that conference had an acces- 
sion of over 21,000 members. He spent three 
months in Ceylon with the Christian workers there, 
and one thousand converts were added to the 
church, of whom the greater part were Singhalese, 
one-tenth of them being fresh from Buddhism. 

Arriving at Bombay, 11th mo. 2oth, 1870, he 
proceeded to Lucknow, and spent about a year 
laboring as an evangelist with the various mis- 
sionaries in Northern India, and then returned to 
Bombay. 

He found in India a large population of Eng- 
lish-speaking people, composed of Europeans, 
those of European parentage, those of mixed pa- 
rentage, and natives who understood English, 
many of whom had been in mission or govern- 
ment schools. His work was at first almost 
wholly among this class, seeking to revive the 
zeal and faith of the Christians, and lead nomi- 
nal Christians and others to accept Christ truly, 
come out in an open acknowledgment of their 
faith, and thus secure a witnessing church which 
should labor more successfully with the heathen 
population. 

At Bombay, after laboring together with 
the missionaries there, seeing deficiencies in ex- 
isting church organizations, he felt it right to 
abandon the position he had held for many years 
as an evangelist only, and organize a religious 
society in conformity with his own views. In the 
first place, as he always labored without pay, 
supporting himself from the sale of his books, he 
determined that the societies he organized should 
not be dependent on foreign aid. He began 
with the English-speaking people, urged the 
sinfulness of sin, and of rebellion against God, 
and presented Christ as the Saviour from hell 
and from sin. He endeavored to bring sinners 
to a surrender of all to God, and to a conscious 
acceptance of Christ as a personal Saviour to 
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them, the Spirit witnessing to them of their ac-|a very successful preacher, and suffered great 
ceptance of Him and reconciliation with God. | persecution, his life being much in peril among 
Then he urged an immediate confession of|his people. His testimony in addressing them 
Christ, pleading the apostolic example, when any | in public was this: “Friends, you know me, 
were converted, that they should at once declare | You know what a zealot I was for the Parsee 
on whose side they were. Where even much | religion. After the death of my wife, I got up at 
awakening and hope of forgiveness was known, | three o'clock in the morning, and, with my in. 
if this open confession of Christ was not made,|cense and sandal-wood, went in those dark 
the people often fell back, being overcome by | hours of the night to the Tower of Silence,* and 
persecution or temptation. Moreover, instead of | there, near the bones of my ancestors—where my 
taking the native converts from among their own| own father and my own dear wife had been 
people to be supplied with employment and pro-| given over to the vultures—I burnt my sandal. 
tection in the ‘compound around the mission| wood, and in the odor of my incense-offering 
Stations, he told them to abide in their callings, | mingled my prayers and groans and tears from 
live among their own people, and there witness |a broken heart. Let no man doubt my sincerity: 
for Christ, by their words and life, even unto|I was sincere. Every morning at three o'clock, 
persecution and death. He asked no change of | when you were all asleep in your beds, I repeated 
habits except to give up idolatry and sin. Such | this daily for ten years, but found no rest for my 
converts needed much religious refreshment by | sin-burdened soul. I have no quarrel with my 
fellowship meetings, and much instruction in the | nation, and I don’t abuse our great man Zo- 
practice of Christianity, but, as in the early | roaster, but he was not a Saviour. Our Parsee 
church, many were quickly endowed with gifts | religion has no Saviour to offer to our dear 
for service as preachers or overseers, and the | struggling people, hence | could find no relief 
church has prospered. As an illustration of his | from it. Then I was led to examine the claims 
teaching, he records that a young Englishman | of Jesus Christ. From the records of the Bible 
under conviction (though he had been long a| and the testimony of His people, I became con- 
nominal Christian but often falling into sin) said, | vinced that He was indeed the Saviour sent by 
“ Brother Morris caine into the Bank and told me| God “ deliver poor sinners from their sins, | 
that Jesus had saved him from sin, and was pre- sought Him, and in Forbes St. Hall I submitted 
serwing-him from sinning daily. It brought| to Him and received Him as my Saviour, and at 
forcibly to my mind two facts: first, 1 have never | once He delivered me from my sins, and gave 
had an experience of that sort; second, if Mr,| rest and peacé to my soul. Now, I know that | 
Morris has got it, why cannot I get it? That|am a child of God, and that the Lord Jesus 
was my starting point."’ He described the strug- abides with me, and preserves me from sinning, 
gle of last night, and proceeded to say: ‘I said, | and sustains me under all my trials and perse- 
what is the matter? I cannot believe. The|cutions.” Afterwards, at Madras, Calcutta, and 
Spirit said to my heart, ‘What is it that you other places, William Taylor labored with much 
can't believe? Do you not believe that God is | success, and at the end of four years about thirty 
able, and willing, and ready to save you, if you | churches had been established, eight of which 
will but receive Christ?’ I said, yes, I believe | are in large cities and the rest in smaller piaces. 
all that. ‘ Well, then, why do you not receive | Although William Taylor, because of the great 
Him?’ I said, I will, I do receive Him. I did | advantages of being free from suspicion of selfish 
receive Him, glory be to God! and He saved | motives, and for an example to others, wholly 
me, and I went at once and told the joyful news | supports himself and his family, he admits that 
to my dear parents and sister.”’ Paul taught that the laborer is worthy of his hire. 
This man became a faithful preacher. | Hence he allows the ministers of his congre- 
After securing a band of earnest, dedicated, | gations pecuniary help to supply a simple main- 
Christian workers from among the English-|tenance while their time is given to their work, 
speaking class, he began to labor among the na-| they living on.an equality with the people. Most 
tives. One of the most noticeable of the native | of them, however, partially support themselves 
converts was a Parsee, named Manekjee Mody. | by labor of some kind. 
The Parsees of India are a fine race from Persia,| W. Taylor fully acknowledges the faithful 
whence they were driven about three hundred \labors of others, and that his efforts would have 
years ago by Mohammedan persecution to seek |had far less results had it not been that the way 
refuge in India, many settling near Bombay. for the reception of the Gospel had been prepared 
They are followers of Zoroaster, are believers in| by a prior host of Christian teachers. He also 
one God, but assume to worship Him through “© A walled burial enclosure of several acres, having tower 


fire and th NM : within it, which have gratings on the top, upon which the 
e elements. Manekjee Mody became | {ea4 are jaid to be devoured by birds of prey 
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freely ascribes all success to grace ;—“ Yet not I, 
but the grace of God, which was with me.” 
The lesson of this volume to us is that Chris- 


tianity is not effete. It has lost none of its pris- | 


tine power. It is adapted toall men. That we, 
as a religious society, should see to it that we 


really practise primitive aggressive Christianity, | 


marked by holy zeal, complete self-denial, great 
faith in the power and willingness of God to 


save souls, by the means of the knowledge of | 
Jesus our Lord, through the mighty efficacy of | 


the Holy Spirit. The greatest obstacle to the 
progress of the gospel in India to-day is the 
pride and ungodly lives of professing Christians. 
Are we in any way stumbling-blocks to others ? 
Are we “sanctified and meet for the Master’s use 
and prepared unto every good work?" 


DIED. 


WILSON.—On the 15th of Ninth mo. 1876, at Dun 
reith, Ind., suddenly, but as her relatives and friends 
believe ready for the summons, Elizabeth Wilson, in 
the s9th year of her age; a member of Spiceland 
Monthly Meeting. 

ROOD.—At Howard Lake, Minn., on the 1st 
of Tenth mo., 1876, William, son of Emmor and Tacy 
Rood, in the 28th year of his age. In writing to his 
parents a few days before his death, he closed by say- 
ing: “ Please trust all to Jesus, for he loves to keep 
those who cast all their care in confidence upon Him : 
itis such a comfort to me; and I feel that whether I 
am better or worse, all will be well. I love to re- 
member you all before a throne of mercy.” 


BIBLE ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS. 


The next stated annual meeting will occur on 
Fourth-day evening, Ist proximo, at 8 o'clock, in the 
Committee Room of Arch St. meeting-house. Friends 
generally are invited to attend. 

Ws. Evans, Sec’y. 

Tenth mo., 1876, 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


Wicuita AcEncy, Inpran TER., 10th mo. 10th, 1876 


Ist. Thy first question in reference to inter- | 
est of Indians in meetings was referred to in my | 
last. An increasing number of larger students | 
remain to meeting and Bible-school. On ac- | 


count of having no interpreter the attendance 
of adult Indians has for some time been quite 
small. Last First-day there were about 50 
students at meeting and Bible-class. Black 
Beaver and two adult Delaware women 
were present. A few Caddoes came. “Black 


Beaver” made some very appropriate remarks 


to the children, and offered prayer in the 
Delaware tongue. If we had a band of 
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ises to interpret for them—we have not 
tried him yet. If he becomes thoroughly 
| converted I hope he may be of use to us. 

2d. As I remarked in former letter, James 
Deer* seems to be located at Washingtons on 
the Canadian, for the present, and beyond our 
reach, 

3d. The summer here has not been a 
| severely warm one, but on the contrary quite 
pleasant, and rains sufficiently frequent for 
good crops. Early in the season there was 
an unusual amount of rainfall, but crops did 
well notwithstanding. Some of the “squaw 
patches’ low on the river bottoms were de- 
stroyed by the overflow, but the greater part 
of the Indians’ fields were uninjured and 
they are yielding well. Some of the wheat 
was wet after being cut and in shock and de- 
stroyed. 

4th. I think the seasons are so uncertain 
here—so subject to drought—that farming 
cannot be depended upon as a source of live- 
'lihood. The rearing of stock, cattle, horses, 
sheep, ete., would promise better, as pastur- 
ageis usually abundant. I think it unfor- 
tunate, locating so many Indians in the west- 
ern part of the Indian Territory, with the hope 
of making tillers of the soil of them. This is 
| a part of the Great American Desert—drought 
so frequent, and failure in raising produce oc- 
curs so often, that it would discourage any 
white community. As I have said “stock 
| raising,” I think, will be the main depend- 
ence. 
| 5th. Malarial diseases chiefly prevail here. 
Last month I treated in all about 500 cases; 
411 of them were of malarial origin. The 
heavy rains and freshets, overflowing the 
banks of most of our streams, resulted this 
| year in an unusual number of such cases. I 
have used on an average one ounce of the sul- 
phate of quinine every day, for the past two 
/months. Proportionately to the number of 
| cases treated there have been but few deaths, 
|almost all of the cases readily yielding to 
anti-periodic treatment. I have no unity 
with permitting “squaw men” to reside 
among our Indians. This has resulted in un- 
told evil, and can but demoralize any people. 
How can we progress satisfactorily with civil- 
izing and christianizing these people when 
| with every missionary sent to them there are 
ten such characters as these? 

6th. I see no reason—if all the means in 
our power are properly used—why we may 
not look for the establishment of a self-sup- 
porting religious community even among 
these Indians. We want more zealous Chris- 
tian workers! Can’t you send us at least one ? 





| 


White workers as earnest in the Christian life | If we had a band of such here, I believe we 
as he, I think it could not be long until most | would have such a community existing before 


of our Indians were christianized. A young 





man—Cherokee—who talks Caddo well, prom- 


*A Christian Indian, 
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another year. I know the Lord will do His) Ricumon, Tenth mo., 26th, 1876, 


part if we do ours. | “We have had a very interesting Year| 
Thine affectionately, | Meeting, but J. B. B. is working too hard 


Forpyce Griwnety. | b@ving much service nearly every day and 

: . _. . | evening, and is surely exerting a most impor. 

P. S.—Agent Haworth has been quite sick; | tan influence. He. mana round a 8 
cerebral congestion with some paralysis; is | warm of younger ministers, who ply him 
Frank Maltby this be will visit ue at leaat | Wit questions and who are greedy to hear his 
for a few days. I have urged him to join us in explanations of Seripture passages. Some of 


lici k ‘ally j Sdeoati f his labors have been of a most remarkable 
th . mae a y in cons'deration 0" | character, giving positive evidence of Divine 

2 Se eee guidance, such as I have never before wit. 
aes : nessed. 


EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS. aa ery 


“Tn our religious labors it is of great im-| ASK, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
portance that we should be cake oll the ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
wisdom that is from above, and will preserve | U2to you: For every one that asketh re. 
us from doing anything that is against the |ceiveth; and he that seeketh findeth ; and to 
Truth. I often desire for myself that I may | him that knocketh il shall be opened.— Matt. 
be kept from hurting the good seed in any Vil. 7-8. 
one. To me it appears plain that an impor- 
tant duty of the Society of Friends is to up- lt 
hold the doctrines of Christianity in their pnt o-rembrarnas, 
purity, and to exemplify their practical value) A CIGAR SCIENTIFICALLY DISSECTED, 
in all the various duties of life. Also that — 
the influence for good which Friends have ex | A polite visitor, who, during his interview 
erted in the world, has been effectual through | with us, had rendered our sanctum redolent 
a very strict adherence to their principles, and | wth the fumes of a fragrant Havana, has 
a steady refusal to yield to motives of expe- | just left a cigar on our table with the laugh- 
diency. This course of action, though it may | ing request that we smoke it. Despite the 
fail to obtain popularity, yet if conscien-| fact that it is an exceptionally fine cigar, we 
tiously followed in connection with true char-| are unable to gratify our friend’s desire, see- 
ity that longs for the salvation of all, will, I|ing that we don’t smoke; but the thought 
think recommend its sincerity to the candid | occurs that we oan show our appreciation of 
inquirer after the way to Zion; and is not|the gift by applying the light, not of a match 
likely to turn aside the feet of the weak or| but of science, to it, a thus giving our 
inexperienced, J. E.R.” | friend and his brother-smokers something to 
SaLEM, Ouro, 1876. |ponder over next time “the blue upcurling 
“We all felt, I think, that the Yearly | smoke” leads them to reverie. 
Meeting was a highly favored time; gra-| To the world in general a cigar is merely 
ciously commenced and carried on under the|a tightly rolled packet having brittle frag: 
power of the Holy Spirit, so that many | ments of dried leaves within, and a smooth 
weary, fainting souls gathered there were |silky leaf for its outer wrapper. When it 
permitted to drink at the fountain of life, aud |is burnt, and the pleasantly flavored smoke 
to go on their way refreshed, strengthened | inhaled, the habitual smoker claims for it 8 
and encouraged to press on, in the strait and |soothing luxury that quiets the irritable 
narrow way to that life wherein, as Isaiah| nervous organism, relieves weariness, and 
says, ‘The glorious Lord will be unto us a| entices repose. Science, scouting so superi- 
place of broad rivers and streams, wherein | cial a description, examines first the smoke, 
shall go no galley with oars, neither shal] | second the leaf, third the ash. In the smoke 
gallant ship pass thereby.’ The company of|are discovered water in vaporous state, so0t 
our dear friend, J. B. B., was most acceptable | (free carbon), carbonic acid and carbonic 
and highly appreciated by the whole assem-| oxide, and a vaporous substance condensable 
bly, and the pertinent counsel and encourag. |into oily nicotine. These are the general 
ing advice he gave, were gratefully received. | divisions, which Vohl and Eulenberg have 
{t was very sweet to see the way he came |still further split up; and in so doing have 
among us, in the humble, quiet, loving spirit | found acetic, formic, butyric, valeric, and 
of a little child, with the wisdom from above | propionic acids, prussic acid, creosote, and 
which is first pure, then peaceable, gentle and | carbolic acid, ammonia, sulphuretted hydro- 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good|gen, pyridine, viridine, picoline, lutidine, 
fruits, without partiality and without hy- | coliodine, parvodine, coridine, and rubidene. 
pocrisy.” The last are a series of oily bases belonging 
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to the homologues of aniline, first discovered | spasmodie seizures are sometimes terrible, 
in coal tar. Applying chemical tests to the | especially in boys, There is a sensation of 
Jeaves, other chemists, have found nicotia,|imminent death, the heart nearly ceases to 
tobacco camphor or nicotianine (about which | beat, and sharp pains shoot through the 
not much is known), a bitter extractive mat- | chest. Examination of inferior animals un- 
ter, gum, chlorophyll, malate of lime, sundry | der such conditions shows that “the brain is 
albuminoids, malic acid, woody fibre, and| pale and empty of blood; the stomach red- 
various salts. The feathery white ash, which | dened in round spots, so raised and pile-like 
in its cohesion and whiteness is indicative of | that they resemble patches of Utrecht velvet.” 
the good cigar, yields potash, soda, magnesia, | The blood is preternaturally fluid, the lungs 
lime, shaiagherts acid, sulphuric acid, silica, are as pale as those of a dead calf, and the 
and chlorine. Our friend has kindly left us | heart is feebly trembling: such is the prima- 
| ry action of one’s first cigar. 


a fine cigar; had it been a poor and cheap 
one, the ingredients we should extract would| After a time, however, the body becomes 
-accustomed to the influences of the poison, 


be fearful and wonderful to contemplate. 
Here is the list from an English parliament- | and with the exception of constant functional 
disturbances (wing to the excretory organs, 


ary report on adulterations in tobacco. Sugar, 
notably the kidneys, being compelled to do 


alum, lime, flour or meal, rhubarb leaves, 


saltpetre, fuller’s earth, starch, malt com- 
mings, chromate of lead, peat moss, molasses, 
burdock leaves, common salt, endive leaves; 
lampblack, gum, red dye, a black dye com- 
posed of vegetable red, iron and liquorice, 
scraps of newspaper, cinnamon stick, cabbage 
leaves, and straw brown paper. 

Returning now to the smoke, or rather its 
ingredients, Dr. B. W. Richardson, in his 
Diseases of Modern Life, considers the 
effect of the same on the body at considerable 


length, basing his conclusions on actual in- | 


vestigation. He tells us that water, of course, 
is harmless; free carbon acts mechanically as 
an irritant, and tends to discolor the secre- 
tions and-the teeth, Ammonia bites the 
tongue, exercises a solvent influence on the 
blood, excites the salivary glands, and thus 
causes a desire to drink while smoking. The 
tendency of carbonic acid is to produce sleep- 
iness, headache, and lassitude. When a cigar 
is smoked badly, that is, when the combus- 
tion of the tobacco is slow and incomplete, 
carbonic oxide is produced in small quanti- 
ties, and is an active poisoning agent, result- 
ing in irregular motion of the heart, vomiting, 
convulsions of the muscles, and drowsiness. 
The nicotine tends to cause tremor, palpita- 
tion of the heart, and paralysis. The volatile 


empyreumatic substance produces a sense of 


oppression and taints the breath and sur- 
roundings of the smoker with the well-kuown 
“stale tobacco smoke” smell. The bitter 
extract causes that sharp nauseous taste 


work not essential to their duties), no dis- 
tressing results are felt. There are numerous 
instances where the evil effects are scarcel 
appreciable, the physical and nervous consti- 
tution of the smoker being capable of resisting 
the influence. In many cases copious saliva- 
tion attends smoking, and in this circum- 
stance the opponents of tobacco have found a 
strong argument. Still, either to expectorate 
or not to do so, is a choice of two evils. In 
the latter case, the result is to swallow the 
saliva charged with poisonous matter; in the 
former, the saliva needed to prepare the food 
for digestion is lost, and besides, as it contains 
salts of lime in solution, the effect is to pro- 
duce large formations of tartar on the teeth. 
‘“‘Smoker’s sore throat” is a special irritable 
state of the mucous membrane induced by 
cigar smoking, which soon disappears when 
the habit is broken off. 

Tobacco smoke does not produce consump- 
tion or bronchitis, but it tends to aggravate 
both maladies. Its effect on the organs of 
sense is to cause, in the extreme degree, dila- 
tion of the pupils of the eye, confusion of vis- 
ion, bright lines, luminous or cobweb specks, 
and long retention of images on the retina, 
with other aad analogous symptoms affecting 
the ear, namely, inability to define sounds 
clearly and the occurrence of a sharp ringing 
sound like that of a whistle or bell. Its ef- 
fect on the brain is to impair the activity of 
that organ and to oppress it if it be duly 
nourished, but to soothe it if it be exhausted. 


peculiar to a re-lighted cigar or an old pipe.| It leads to paralysis in the volitional and in 


By trying the effects of tobacco smoke on 
lower animals, we can obtain an idea of its 
influence on ourselves. Small insects are 
stupified rapidly, but recover in fresh air. 
Cold-blooded animals succumb) slowly to the 
smoke, birds rapidly. Some animals, such as 
the goat, can eat tobacco with impunity; but 
hone escape the effects of the fumes. Per- 
son suffer most from tobacco while learning 
to smoke, 


D:. Richardson suys that the’ brain, dangerous to th> | 


the sympathetic or organic nerves, and to 
over-secretion from the glandular structures. 
Science was not wise enough to prepare so 
formidable an indictment of the nicotian weed 
as the above in King James’ time, else that 
monarch might have had better ground than 
his personal dislike for stigmatizing the 
habit of smoking as a “custom loathsome to 
the eye, hateful to the nose, harmful to the 
ungs, and in the 
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black stinking fume thereof, nearest resem- 
bling the horrible Stygian smoke of the pit 
that is bottomless.” 

And yet, despite all that Science can say, 
the habit is increasing. Two centuries ago 
the Turks regarded smoking as a religious 


offence, and paraded a smoker through the, 
streets of Constantinople with his pipe stuck | 


through his nose as a warning to others. 
Who can disconnect the Turk now trom the 
ideas of chibouque or nargileh, or fragrant 
Latakia? Look at the best cigar wrappers 
the world can produce, raised on tobacco 
fields in the heart of New England, where 
the Puritan fathers once visited the direst of 
blue-law vengeance on the wretch who pro- 





proper protection for the “ farmer’s friends,” 
the prefects are directed to bring this matter 
to the attention of superintendents of instruc- 
tion and teachers, and cause them to show 
their pupils how to distinguish injurious in- 
sects from harmless ones, and to indicate the 
classes of birds which prey upon the former. 
The protection of the latter is to be impressed 
upon the minds of youth as a public duty, 
and every effort is to be made to secure a 
spontaneous and hearty co-operation with the 
authorities in this great work. But in case 
such methods should fail, the prefects are re- 
mioded of certain statutory enactments, en- 
\forced by severe penalties, which are to be 
clearly indicated to the pupils, and to be 


faned his Maker’s handiwork by “ making a_| rigidly enforced by the relentless prosecution 
chimney of his nostrils.” The value of our) of all infractions of the same. In some com- 


tobacco crop last year reached nearly $30,- 


| munes protective societies have been formed 


000,000. We consume annually some 75,000 | among the pupils of different schools. Good 
hogsheads of the leaf; we imported about | results have already flowed from this new or- 


83.000 bales of cigars, etc., from Cuba in 
1875. 


| ganization, which promises to extend itself 
|throughout the republic.—U. S. Report on 


What is the end of it all? Effects on indi-| Agriculture. 


viduals likewise affect communities, these in 


turn influence the nation. No person that | 
smokcs can be in perfect health, and an im- 





2 -— 


NO MAN CARED FOR MY SOUL. 


perfect organism cannot reproduce a perfect 


one, Therefore it is logical to conclude that, 
were smcking the practice of every individual 


of a nation, then that people would degener- 


The following true incident is one proof 
out of many such, that the duties we are in- 
tended to perform are often placed in our 


ate into a physically inferior race. It would| very pathway, and that it is not for us to 
follow, moreover, that, in those countrics | Shrink from them, or pass them by, but rather 


‘ where smoking is most practised, a lower | to, taxe them as our own in simple child-like 
physical, and a consequently lower intellectu- 
al, development must be found. Such, we 


faith. Though they may not be what we 
would have chosen, we must remember that 


think, will be conceded to be true of Spain, of | it is by giving np our own wills that we shall 
Cuba, of Portugal, of Turkey, of Greece, and | be able more fully to repose in holy depend- 
of the South American countries, where those | ence on the will of God. 


who are addicted to the habit vastly outoum- | 


ber those who do not smoke. 


———_ ewe 


SPARE THE Birps.— M. Waddington 


The account was given me by an honored 
Christian lady, and | will repeat it nearly in 
her own words. “In my walks through the 

| village of P—, I one day observed, sitting by 
,| a cottage window, an old woman in a bright 


French Minister of Public Instruction, at the| red cloak. The door was open, and she 


request of his colleagues,the Ministers of Agri 
culture and of the Interior, has isaued a circu 


-| seemed to be left alone. ‘Shall I not go in 
-| and speak to her?’ thought I, ‘Possibly she 


lar to the departmental prefects detailing the|is ignorant, at all events she is old and 
injuries suffered by growing crops from the| lonely.’ But I could not then resolve to do 
ravages of destructive insects, and enforcing | what conscience urged, and I passed her by. 
the necessity of protecting those classes of| The following week on my round I was 


insectivorous birds which prey upon them 


. | again struck by seeing this red cloak just in 


The same fact is noticed and deplored in| the same place, as if fixed there. Again I 
France which has been recognized by intelli-| thought, ‘Shall I look in on her?’ Again 1 
gent agriculturists in this country, that there | delayed, knowing that the family was not a 
exists in the minds of the people an unfortu-| pleasant one, and again I le't her. A third 
nate and inveterate tendency to destroy these| and fourth time I passed that cottage, and 
birds. Their kind offices in destroying ver-| still just in the same posture sat the old 
min are in many places stupidly ignored, and | woman, and again and again the sight of her 
they are pursued with relentless destruction | suggested to me the query, ‘ Why not speak 


as public enemies. 


‘to her?’ and still I turned aside the thought 


ln order to disabuse the minds of the rising | and passed her by. 


generation of these prejudices, and secure 


“ But it then pleased my heavenly Father 


to visit me with a severe illness, during 
which I dreamed, two, or it may be three 
nights in succession, that the day of judg- 
ment wascome. I distinctly saw the multi- 
tudes before the throne, and in the midst of 
them, standing there to await her doom, was 
the semeold woman in the red cloak, whom 
I had so often seen at the cottage window, and 
then passed by. The Judge of all was there; 
and as the old woman followed others in 
succession to the bar, the Lord questioned her 
as to why she was there in that sad condition. 
I felt her look at me, as, in reply, she said, 
‘No man cared for my soul.’ A thrill of re- 
morse rushed through my whole being as I | 
heard these words, and | awoke. 

“T think it was a year before this that I) 
had been much impressed by a sermon from | 
that text. My conscience was aroused, and 
I resolved, if ever again able, to go and see | 
the old woman. This I did, and frequently | 
visited her for many months; and finding her | 
in great ignorance and darkness, I spoke very | 
simply to her, reading a few lines from the) 
Bible, or repeating a text, or offering a short | 
prayer on her behalf. We may rejoice in 
the full belief that the blessing of the Lord | 
rested on these visits; that His light shone 
into her soul, and though she expressed but 
little, her quiet thankfulness told of the peace 
under which she gently passed away, about | 
ten months after my first visit.” 

This is a striking and true narrative, and 
it concerns us all to pause in this rapid jour- 
ney of life, and consider whether we are not 
at this very time passing by some careless 
fellow-traveller, to whom God would have 
entrusted us with a message of mercy had we 
been living closer to the Lord Jesus.- Oh, let 
us look around us and see if there is not some 
one whom we can assist, counsel, or warn, for 
it is, indeed, a solemn thought, that at the 
last great day some one, who is even very 
near and dear to us here, may utter those 
words, “No man cared for my soul.” May 
the prayer of our hearts every morning be, 
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 

“They that turn many to righteousness 
shall shine as the stars for ever and ever.” 


> 


Tae ArasB’s Proor.—A Frenchman who 
had won a high rank among men of science, 
yet who denied the God who is the author of 
all science, was crossing the great Sahara in 
company with an Arab guide. He noticed 
with a sneer, that at certain times his guide, 
Whatever obstacles might arise, put them all 
aside, and kneeling on the burning sands, 
called on his God. Day after day passed, 
and still the Arab never failed; till at last 
one evening the philosopher, when he rose) 
from his knees, asked him with a contemptu- 
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ous smile: ‘“ How do you know there is a 
God?” The guide fixed his beaming eye on 
the scoffer for a moment in wonder, and then 
said solemnly, “How do I know there isa 
God? How do I know that a man, and not a 
camel, passed my hut last night in the dark- 
ness? Was it not by tle print of his feet in 
the sand? Even so”—and he pointed to the 
sun, whose last rays were flashing over the 
lonely desert—“ that footprint is not that of 
& man.” 


_ 


HYMN. 


Oh, for a heart to praise my God, 
A heart from sin set free, 

A heart that’s sprinkled with the blood 
So freely shed for me— 


A heart resigned, submissive, meek ,— 
My dear Redeemer’s throne, 

Where only Christ is heard to speak, 
Where Jesus reigns alone. 


A humble, lowly, contrite heart, 
Believing, true and clean, 

Which neither life nor death can part 
From Him who dwells within. 


A heart in every thought renewed, 
And filled with love divine ; 

Perfect and right, and pure and good, 
A copy, Lord, of Thine. 


Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart, 
Come quickly from above ; 
Write Thy new name upon my heart, 
Thy new best name of Love. 
— Wesley. 


MIDSUMMER. 


Along the uplands waves the grain 
In golden billows, and below 
Upon a level stretch of plain 
The whitened fields of buckwheat grow. 
The leafy boughs with apples bend, 
The green is on the chestnut-burs, 
The locust buds their perfume send, 
The breeze now scarce a ripple stirs 
Above the surface of the lake, 
And in the silence of the brake, 
O’ergrown with ferns, the cat-bird screams. 
The brown thrush and the robin sing, 
The air with light is half ablaze, 
And underneath the dazzling beams 
Of the noontide’s exultant rays, 
The bluebird spreads his azure wing. 


Down where the dusty roads divide, 
The little, old red school-house stands, 
And here upon the shady side, 
The children group in happy bands, 
Let loose at noon. The open door, 
The battered porch, the well worn floor, 
The row of nails, on which a score 
Of rimless hats are hung by day. 
The grass is trodden by the feet 
Of merry urchins at their play; 
And heedless of the summer heat, 
For life to them is very sweet, 
The intermission glides away. 
Oh gleesome hearts, in after years 
These scenes to you will bring no tears 
When life is not a holiday. 
—fFranklin W. Fish. 
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QUARTERLY MEETINGS IN ELEVENTH 
MONTH, 1876. 


From New York Pocket Almanac. 


Eleventh mo. , 2nd, Rhode Island, New England }. M 
Purchase, New York Y. M. 
- 4th, Fairfield, New England Y. M. 
7 “ Alum Creek, Ohio Y. M. 
= “Centre, Indiana Y. M. 
Ash Grove, Western Y.M. 





” “ Plainfield, - 
= “Kokomo, . - 
« “ Sprin dale, Iowa Y. M. 
= 6th, Philadelphia, Philadelphia Y. M. 
. 8th, -aratoga, New York Y. M. 
o 9th, Smithfield, New England Y. M. 
, “ Nine Partners, New York Y. M 
s- “Abington, Philadelphia Y. M. 
. - alem, Ohio Y. M. 
10th, Vassalboro’, New England Y. M. 
lith, Western, North Carolina Y. M. 
** Damascus, Ohio Y. M. 


Miami, Indiana Y. M. 
“ Walnut Ridge, Indiana Y. 
White Lick, Western Y it 
Vermilion, ™ 
Salem, lowa eee 
Lynn Grove, Iowa Y. M. 
Bear Creek, ry > 
. Concord, Philadelphia Y. M. 
, Butternuts, New York Y. M. 
"Salem, Philade elphia z. M. 
Caln, 
’ Pelham, Canada Y. M. 
Contentnea, North S arolina Y. M, 
Lost Creek, * 
Short Creek, Ohio Y. M 
West Branch, Indiana Y. M 
* Bloomingdale, Western Y. M. 
“ Fairfield, 
“ Pleasant P lain, Towa Y. 
“  Ackworth, 


24th, Western, P hiladelphia y M. 
25th, Eastern, North Carolina Y M. 
= Friendsville, - 
Southern, © 


“ 


New Garden, Indiana Y. M. 

Thorntown, Western Y. M 

Bangor, Iowa Y. M. 
“Oskaloosa, lowa Y. M 

28th, Burlington, Phi! ade *Iphia Y M 

30th, Bucks, 

Carolina Y. M opens Jith mo. 3rd, 


-.- 
SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—European advices are to 
the 23rd inst. 

The “ Eastern question” continued to be the leading 
topic of discussion by the press generally, and the 
most contradictory reports were published. The atti- 
tude of Russia toward Turkey was generally regarded 
last week as menacing, and the action of the other 
powers, in case of actual war between those two, was 
uncertain. The Vienna correspondent of the London 
Zimes asserted on the 19th that England, France, Aus- 
tria and Italy had declared their acceptance, of the 
Porte’s proposition for a six months’ armistice ; but at 
a later date he admitted that this statement was errone- 
ous, and that England alone had formality approved 
that proposal, although none of the others had objected 
to it. Russia was said to have presented to the Porte 
an ultimatum embracing in substance the following 
points: Ist, A six weeks’ armistice, unconditionally. 
2nd, Admunistrative autonomy (self-government) for 
Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina. 3rd, The execu 
tion of reforms under the supervision of commissioners 
named by the great powers, and to be protected by an 
armed foreign force. The other powers have not 
definitely announced their position relative to this de- 
mand, except England, which had replied to Russia 
that having already supported a six months’ armistice, 
she cannot now recommend one of six weeks, but 
will not oppose it. 

On the 23rd the London /os¢, in a semi official 
statement, announced that the Porte accepts a six 
weeks’ armistice, suggesting a further prolongation of 
six weeks if deliberations should be incomplete at the 
end of the first six, and if at the end of the 
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North 


twelve 











} armistice of two months. 


| respecting 
| ern question, and the majority of both clubs declared 
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weeks no settlement be reached, that there be a further 
The Reuter Telegraph 
Company confirms the statement, except that it says 
that the proposals for prolonging the armistice are 
made as conditions, not suggestions. 

A dispatch from Vienna to the London Standard 
said that two large clubs of the Constitutional party in 
the Austrian Reichsrath (Parliament) held a sitting on 
the 20th, on t, questions to be put to the Ministers 
> attitude of the government on the East- 


against any intervention, occupation or annexation 
Some objections to the competency of the Reichsrath 


| in foreign affairs, hitherto reserved to the deliberation 
| of the Austro-Hungarian delegations, were overruled. 


ENGLAND.—The Cabinet held a meeting on the 19th to 


| consider what should be the course of the government 
| in the present crisis, and an article in the next day’s 


London 7imes, supposed to be official, declared that 
nothing was done therein to justify fears of British 
participation in the war, then apparently impending; 
that interference is not now called for, as neither moral 
obligation nor treaties require England to defend one 
country against the other; and that the nation reserves 
full liberty of action should the compromising of its 
interests ever require interference. England, however, 
has never interfered in the concerns of the Continent 
without allies, and there is no good ground for believ- 
ing that any power would give it a real support in a 
war for the defence of Turkey, 

GERMANY.—The government purposes to submit to 
the next Parliament the propriety of largely increasing 
the silver coinage, on the ground that the present 
amount in circulation is insufficient. 

A majority of the Berlin Chamber of Commerce 
has reported in favor of Germany’s participating in 
the French International Exhibition of 1878, and rec- 
ommended that the government grant a subvention for 
that purpose. 

INDIA.—In consequence of drouth, the prospects 
for the crops in Bombay are gloomy, and districts con- 
taining a population of nedrly 6,000,000 are threatened 
with severe distress. The local government estimates 
that over 200,000 persons will need relief in those 
districts. The collector at Poonah reports that for 
miles no grass is visible, the tanks and rivers are dry- 
ing up, and cattle are dying of starvation. The gov- 
ernment has opened relief works, and is employing 
people in excavating tanks and opening roads. 


DomeEstic.—Accounts from, South Carolina state 
that thirty-seven companies of U. S. troops are sta- 
tioned in different parts of the State. The «rifle 
clubs’? have disbanded, and although the political 
campaign is conducted vigorously by both parties, 
there is at present no violence. On the 1gth inst. a 
detachment of troops sent from Aiken to Rouse’s 
Bridge, about 25 miles distant, prevented an attack by 
about 320 armed white men upon 100 negroes collected 
at that place, and caused both parties to agree to dis 
band and retire to their homes. Serious rioting, last- 
inz four days, in which several negroes were killed, 
took plice a few days before, within a few miles of 
that point. 

Red Cloud, Red Leaf, and their bands of Sioux In 
dians having recently encamped a few miles from 
their agency and refusing to come thither to receive 
their rations, Gen. Crook, suspecting them of intending 
to join the hostile bands, surrounded their camp on 
the 23d inst., and without firing a shot captured and 
disarmed them, and took them to the agency. ved 
Cloud was then deposed, and Spotted Tail, 
shown himself unswervingly faithful to the whites, was 
made head chief. It is reported that Sitting Bu!l has 
sent messengers proposing peace, and has been inform 
that he can have it only on condition of surrender. 
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